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flt1ntller Sport• New1 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345 ... 166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 11, 1985 
LS-Hometowns 
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University 134 lb. wrestler Mark Ruettiger 
(Joliet/Providence) has qualified for the NCAA national tournament which will be 
held Thursday through Saturday (March 14-16) at Oklahoma City, OK. 
Ruettiger, 20-8 overall with a team high six pins, finished second in the NCAA 
Western Regional recently. He had a 3-1 tournament record including an overtime win 
over No. 2 seed Joe Hadge of Louisiana State. He lost the title bout to No. 1 seed 
Tim Cochran of Tennessee, 3-2, in overtime. 
"Mark is wrestling as well as anyone in the country right now," says coach Ralph 
McCausland. "In the tournament he also defeated Chris Campbell of Indiana State who 
had beaten many of the top wrestlers in the 134 class . . • and the Western Regional 
is the third largest qualifier for the NCAA championships behind the Big Ten and Big 
Eight." 
This is the second straight Ruettiger has qualified for the national finals. Last 
year, though, he was in the 126 class but failed to make weight. 
Eastern finished 8th of 16 teams in the Western Regional. Louisiana State won 
followed by Northern Iowa. Other than UNI, the Panthers were the top Mid-Continent 
team. 
Chris McFarland (East Chicago Heights-Bloom), a senior at 158, was fifth in the 
tournament and finished the year with 21 wins, the most on the team. 
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